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Purpose 

This form is designed to get relevant student information from parents or family members to use when writing an IEP.  In addition, parents often feel overwhelmed by the IEP process, and having a sheet that has already been filled out about their child can help make them feel more like a participant in the meeting, and also help remind them about what they want to discuss. 

Filling Out The Form

It is recommended that the form be given to EACH parent or guardian. If other family members are closely involved, ask each member to fill out a form. Let each parent, guardian, or family member(s) know that it is important to have multiple opinions about the child, as providing these opinions allows the team to have a more complete profile of the child to develop an accurate IEP.  Make it clear that their knowledge, opinions, and participation are welcomed and desired. 

The form can be filled out multiple ways: 

· Email (also call to explain the form and its purpose)

· Sent home with student or by mail (also call to explain the form)

· At school 

· Over the phone. 

Preferably, the form should be given as soon as a child’s IEP meeting is scheduled, to make sure the guardian(s), parent(s), or family member(s) have ample time to complete the form – a minimum of one week if advised when possible. 

Make sure to specify what they are to do with the form after it is completed (bring with to the meeting, return to you at the school prior to the meeting, etc).

Other Suggestions

In addition to providing information for an IEP, the completed sheets to IEP copies or paperwork given to teachers who work with the student. This can give a glimpse to teachers, present or not present in the IEP meeting, about strengths, struggles, and goals from the parents’/guardians’ perspective. However, you should always get permission from the parent/guardian who filled out the form to do so, as it may contain sensitive or personal information they are not comfortable sharing with those outside of the IEP team. 
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Your name(s) ____________________ Child’s name: _________________ Date: _______________

Prior to your  IEP meeting, scheduled for_______________________, it will help the team to have you provide the following information.  You know your child best, and thinking before the meeting about what you would like for your child will help guide the development of your child’s IEP, and help you advocate for your child.  

1. My child’s strengths include (think about areas such as reading, writing, math, social/behavioral or areas unique to your child):

2. The school skill/s I see my child struggle the most with is/are:

An example of this is: 

3. I hope my child’s future includes…

4. My child’s greatest interests are in the area(s) of:

5. What does your child like about school?  Dislike about school? 

6. The one area I would like to see the school focus on for my child is:

7. To better understand my child, I believe school staff should know:
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